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result of his inquiries cannot be regarded as decisive evidence
against the views in question, since the Bushmen are usually
unwilling to give any information about the pictures.
There is little or no tribal organization among the Bush-
men. They are, or were, divided into totemic clans, and in
former times the nearest clans or families would combine to
resist a common foe, but as soon as the danger was over the
alliance was dissolved. The totemism of the Bushmen would
also seem to have been of an elementary sort, though appa-
rently they generally complied with the two fundamental
principles of the system in refusing to marry a woman of
their own totemic clan and in abstaining from eating their
totem animal except in cases of extreme hunger. This abstin-
ence is all the more remarkable because otherwise the Bush-
men are omnivorous and voracious : no animal, bird, insect,
or plant comes amiss to them. Thus the Bushmen stand at
a much lower social level than the Australian aborigines, who
have developed elaborate systems of totemism and of tribal
organization. Like most African races, the Bushmen have
a story of the Origin of Death, which conforms to the common
type of the Two Messengers. In this case the messengers are
the tortoise and the hare, both of which the Moon dispatched
to men with tidings that after death they would come to life
again like the new moon after an interval of absence and
darkness. But the glad tidings were perverted by the haste
or carelessness of the hare, and death has consequently been
irreparable ever since.
Of the Hottentots our author has not much to say, and his
notice of their customs is to some extent borrowed from the
racy description of the old Dutch writer Kolben, who wrote
some two centuries ago. Of the Bechuanas, a Bantu tribe
who give their name to Bechuanaland, in which the Kalahari
desert is situated, Mr. Dornan has a good deal more to tell us
from personal observation. They are divided into totemic
clans, and some of the clans take their names from their
totems. Thus the Bakwena take their name from their totem,
the crocodile (bakwnd) ; the Baphuti take their name from
their totem, the duiker (phutf). Another clan has for its totem
the baboon (tsuene) ; hence the people are sometimes called
the Batsuene. Among the other totems are the elephant, the